March 15, 2024

PUBLIC ACCESS OPINION 24-004
(Request for Review 2024 PAC 79748)

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT:
Duty to Respond to FOIA Requests

Mr. Manny Ramos

Investigative reporter

Block Club Chicago

303 East Wacker Drive, Suite 2106
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Ms. Brigett R. Bevan

Director, Freedom of Information Compliance
Chicago Transit Authority

567 West Lake Street

Chicago, Illinois 60661

Dear Mr. Ramos and Ms. Bevan:

This binding opinion is issued by the Attorney General pursuant to section 9.5(f)
of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 ILCS 140/9.5(f) (West 2022), as amended by
Public Act 103-069, effective January 1, 2024). For the reasons discussed below, this office
concludes that the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) violated section 3(d) of FOIA (5 ILCS
140/3(d) (West 2022)) by failing to comply with, deny in writing in whole or in part, or
otherwise appropriately respond to a FOIA request submitted by Mr. Manny Ramos.

BACKGROUND

On December 12, 2023, Mr. Ramos, on behalf of Block Club Chicago, submitted
the following FOIA request to CTA:

e [ am asking for CTA's President Dorval Carter's public
schedule and/or calendar. This should include events,















CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Steve Silverman, Bureau Chief, Public Access Bureau, hereby certifies that he has
served a copy of the foregoing Binding Opinion (Public Access Opinion 24-004) upon:

Mr. Manny Ramos

Investigative reporter

Block Club Chicago

303 East Wacker Drive, Suite 2106
Chicago, [llinois 60601
manny@blockclubchi.org

Ms. Brigett R. Bevan

Director, Freedom of Information Compliance
Chicago Transit Authority

567 West Lake Street

Chicago, Illinois 60661
FOIA@transitchicago.com

by causing a true copy thereof to be sent electronically to the addresses as listed above and by
causing to be mailed a true copy thereof in correctly addressed, prepaid envelopes to be

deposited in the United States mail at Chicago, Illinois on March 15, 2024.

Steve Silverman
Bureau Chief

Steve Silverman

Bureau Chief

Public Access Bureau

Office of the Attorney General
100 West Randolph Street
Chicago, Illinois 60601

(312) 814-6756





